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facture, and pictures of life-size groups in the National Museum 
enable the reader to appreciate the difficulties of production in the 
Stone Age. Among the substances quarried by the aborigines was 
catlinite, or red pipestone, which was extensively used in making 
tobacco pipes and ceremonial articles. This material was obtained 
principally at the famous quarry near Pipestone in southwestern 
Minnesota, and the author devotes his twenty- fourth chapter to 
a discussion of the conditions and methods of working it. A 
number of pictures add to the interest of the section. 

The book is profusely illustrated with pictures which help to 
give a working knowledge of the subject. It is carefully indexed, 
equipped with a table of contents and a list of illustrations, and 
supplied with a bibliography. It is, indeed, what it purports to 
be, a Handbook of Aboriginal American Antiquities. 

WlLLOUGHBY M. BaBCOCK Jr. 

The North West Company (University of California, Publications 
in History, vol. 7). By Gordon Charles Davidson, Ph. D., 
first lieutenant, Canadian Mounted Rifles. (Berkley, Uni- 
versity of California Press, 1918. xi, 349 p. Illustrations.) 

Since the great Canadian fur-trading organization known as 
the Northwest Company was the virtual ruler of the most of 
Minnesota from the close of the American Revolution until after 
the War of 1812, and since the company's principal entrepot for 
the trade west of the Great Lakes was at Grand Portage, within 
the present boundaries of the state, a history of that company 
should be of considerable interest to Minnesota readers. The 
character of this volume is well set forth in the following extract 
from a review by Wayne E. Stevens, which appeared in the 
Mississippi Valley Historical Review for December, 1919. Dr. 
Stevens has made special studies of several phases of the subject 
of the book and is in a position to speak with authority about it. 

So few books of real worth have been written concerning the fur 
trade of North America that the appearance of a new volume in this 
field may be regarded as an event, particularly when it deals with so 
important and little-known a phase of the subject as the history of the 
North West company. Mr. Davidson's volume is the most pretentious 
study of the sort which has appeared since the publication of Chittenden's 
American fur trade of the far west. An examination of the bibliography 
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reveals that the writer has searched the field with the most painstaking 
care in an effort to obtain all the material available. He has personally 
investigated the principal British and Canadian archives and has brought 
to light considerable manuscript and some printed material which has 
never before been used. After studying the bibliography, however, one 
can not but be impressed by the scarcity of information which is available 
concerning the business operations of the North West Company. There 
is very little material in the form of accounts and other business papers 
which throws light upon the history of the concern as an economic enter- 
prise. There is likewise an almost entire absence of correspondence or 
letter books of the partners of the concern, which if available would be 
of the utmost value. The various agreements between the partners which 
formed the basis of the organization of the company at various times 
have been preserved and likewise copies of the journal kept by the 
bourgeois. The latter, however, are for the most part concerned with 
descriptions of the country in the interior and contain all too little 
information concerning the conduct of the business. In making any 
critical estimate of Mr. Davidson's work, then, it must be constantly 
born in mind that he has been greatly handicapped owing to the fact 
that the records of the North West company itself have not been ob- 
tainable. After all is said, one can not but feel satisfied that the vol- 
ume contains nearly all of the available facts concerning the history 
of the company, from its origin in the latter part of the eighteenth 
century down through the turbulent years of strife with rival fur 
companies and Lord Selkirk and the Red River colony, until its ab- 
sorption by the Hudson's Bay company in 1821. There is one valu- 
able manuscript, however, which the writer does not mention. It is 
in the form of a folio of some eighty closely-written pages and is 
preserved in the Baby collection at the Bibliotheque St. Sulpice, 
Montreal. This folio contains the minutes of meetings of the North 
West partners held at Grand Portage and later at Kamanistiquia 
between the years 1801 and 1806. These minutes, which have never been 
published, contain a great deal of information relative to the administra- 
tion of the departments in the interior, the allotment of shares, and 
negotiations with the Hudson's Bay, Michillimackinac, and American fur 
companies, while they also throw interesting sidelights upon the life of 
the interior. In some respects they constitute as valuable a source as any 
which the author has used. 

After due allowance has been made for the scarcity of material, how- 
ever, Mr. Davidson's treatment of his subject leaves much to be desired. 
First of all, his method is extremely labored and the reader cannot avoid 
a feeling that the author has been obsessed with the fear of omitting a 
single fact regardless of how essential it may be for the purpose of 
explaining what the North West company was and how it conducted its 
operations. The outlines of the story are obscured by the mass of detail 
which, if necessary at all, should have been relegated to the footnotes — 
although they are already overburdened — or to one of the nineteen 
appendices. 
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In conclusion it may be noted that the volume contains several 
photographic reproductions of manuscript maps made by Peter 
Pond, on one of which is indicated the place on the St. Peter's 
(Minnesota) River where he spent the winter of 1773-74, also 
that the chapter on "The Struggle with the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany" tells the story of the Selkirk settlement in the Red River 
Valley. 

S. J. B. 

Portland Prairie in Present Times, Including a Treatise on the 
Physical Formation of Houston County. (Larimore, North 
Dakota, H. V. Arnold, 1919. 122, xl p.) 

Mr. Arnold is the author, editor, publisher and printer of a 
series of volumes on the history of small communities, familiar 
to him, in various parts of the Northwest. His most recent con- 
tribution to the field of local history supplements an earlier vol- 
ume, Old Times on Portland Prairie (1911. 120 p.). The scene 
of both these narratives is an agricultural community embracing 
portions of two townships, Winnebago and Wilmington, in the 
southern part of Houston County, Minnesota, and a small section 
of northern Iowa. In the earlier volume the author presents the 
history of this locality to the year 1880; in the later volume, in 
which that history is continued to the present, he emphasizes an 
aspect of his subject too often ignored by writers of local history, 
the economic and social development of the community in ques- 
tion. He repeats at times, in so doing, material published in the 
first narrative, but this is usually greatly condensed. 

The first three chapters of the present volume contain a general 
account of the development of Portland Prairie into a modern 
stock-raising and dairying community and of the consequent alter- 
ations in the life of the people. The opening chapter describes 
conditions in the pioneer period, from 1851 to 1865, for the sake 
of contrasting the "days of straw barns and generally indifferent 
houses" when the settler depended upon wheat raising for a liveli- 
hood with the more prosperous and improved aspect of the prairie 
farms in present times. A brief chapter on "An Intermediate 
Stage" treats of the transitional period between 1865 and 1900, 



